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Catholic Literary Foundation---April Selection 


Dunne, Rev. Peter M., S.J. Padre Views South America. 
Bruce. April 10, 1945. 244p. $2.50. 


genuine pleasure recommend this book travel 
written one who comes well prepared for his task. 
former student the eminent historian Latin 
America, Herbert Bolton, and now distinguished teacher 
and writer the same field his own right, Father 
Dunne has brought this volume, which the fruit 
year’s travel South America, the mature talents 
historian well the cultural appreciation Catholic 
humanist with keen observation social problems. The 
result work freshness and breadth which Cath- 
olics may proud and which may well serve indis- 
pensable guide South America for the general reader. 


structure, the book developed almost day day 
account from the author’s departure from San Francisco 
early July 1943. detail importance missed 
route, and the author improves his time refresh 
his readers with certain historical facts and dates sig- 
nificance. Upon arrival, immediately sets work 
gathering facts the exciting political scene Argentina 
into one chapter, the general situation and activities 
the Church another, and then proceeds visit the old 
colonial centers the country and recover the redolence 
the past its monuments art and piety. 


somewhat similar fashion, the scene shifts, boat, 
car, and airplane, Uruguay, thence Paraguay and 
its old Jesuit Reducciones, Brazil, modern and colonial, 
Chile, Bolivia, Peru, and Ecuador time for the impres- 
sive and unique ceremonies Holy Week Quito, 
thence Colombia, Venezuela and the Spanish Main, 
and then back through the air, with short dips into the 
capitals Central America, Mexico City, Guadalajara, 
home. 


The net result clean-cut, honest presentation the 
outstanding political, religious, social, and economic prob- 
lems South America today, against the background 
continental marvels and wealth ancient and colonial 
handiwork, blended into the history national develop- 
ment. Catholic priest, the author naturally views 
his subject with sympathy and intuition not granted 
numerous travelers whose knapsacks, note books, and 
cultural outlooks have been rather empty start with 
who have been initially hostile atmosphere they 
with wholesome detachment the various aspects situ- 
ation which the Catholic Church itself must take inven- 
tory its resources and mend its garment places which 
have grown perilously thin. 


Thus, after noting with enthusiasm the splendid work 
done Catholic Action and the various educational 
and philanthropic agencies the Church Buenos Aires 
and breathing the Catholic air Argentina, Father Dunne 
flatly states: “The most reliable authorities this ques- 
tion, speaking Buenos Aires, consider that but thirteen 
per cent the Catholics are regular churchgoers, and 
that this thirteen per cent only eigth tenth part 
are men. modern times the Latin man seems not 
have been much given the fulfillment the minimum 
practices his religion.” Likewise, after describing the 
beauties the colonial churches Brazil, discusses 
patent shartcomings the present situation, notably the 
great shortage priests, which leading problem the 
Church throughout Latin America, and outlines the 
reasons for it. 


Giving full measure admiration for the great virtue 
and scholarship which found among the priests and 
Catholic laymen South America, 


pr. 

1945. 


Dunne White 


admits certain sectors type narrowness, which 
fell afoul Asuncion, certain elements excitement 
and emotion religious problems, which might better 
handled calm analysis and constructive action, and 
evidences certain forms devotion which appear 
call for more doctrinal and practical instruction the 
part the Church. 


Some detail given also the question the Protestant 
infiltration into South America, and interesting facts and 
figures are given the actual nature and progress the 
movement, including the eddies controversy both 
sides the equator. answer the question 
friend Buenos Aires who became embroiled dis- 
cussion over the ethics the Protestant missions, Father 
Dunne states: told him thought the controversy both 
here and the United States was doing good, was 
doing harm; driving wedge between North American 
Protestants and Catholics, increasing unpleasantness 
already unhappy world. said there one good effective 
way meet the propaganda: harder, more practical and 
better organized work the part Latin American 
Catholics.” Probably good advice. 


Throughout the book, the author pays fine tribute the 
constructive elements Latin America, working for the 
uplift the masses the population where there 
still poverty and ignorance, amid primitive and hazardous 
natural conditions. Nor does fail name the fruits 
enlightened cultural policy the part the United 
States Department State and the Good Neighbor 
policy working with reciprocity. had seen,” con- 
cludes, “what friendliness and sympathetic cooperation 
could heal the wounds and bruises hemisphere.” 
For all students inter-American relations well for 
the reader interested simply authentic interpretation 
South American history and culture, this book should 
placed the “must” list. 


James Magner, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


White, Report the Russians. Harcourt, Brace. 
Mar. 15, 1945. 309p. $2.50. 


Mr. White would more expect the world accept 
his fascinating six weeks’ report the last word the 
Russians and their way life than would advocate 
our swallowing whole any other item the decade’s 
deluge “inside” surveys zones and peoples. Our 
accomplished reporter, however, distinguishes himself 
with refreshing frankness; appreciates his own limita- 
tions (he innocent the Russian language), and pre- 
sents his account strictly personal summation his 
own impressions—impressions, moreover, man still 
more sold the virtues capitalism than the 
Bolshevik Revolution’s attempts weed out its vices. 


Hence one should not too surprised that Mr. White 
sometimes hauls out the old chestnut the competitive 
drive the main argument favoring capitalistic setup. 
Its absence from the Russian scene perhaps his too glib 
explanation for much the Russian shabby production 
methods, drab store fronts, dismal beehive apartment 
houses and general complacence with egalitarian medioc- 
rity: “My dress may not good American dress, 
but least know that other Russian woman has 
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better dress!” Again, however, the author seems con- 
cede that the often fantastic Russian setting may 
result not much the fact that they are communists, 
but due rather the simple truth that they are Rus- 
sians—“a race grandiose its plans but sloppy its 
execution them!” Yet the reporter prefaces his treat- 
ment with word about the Russian people: liked 
them very much.” Accordingly, and large, view 
the diversity his reactions, not fair accuse Mr. 
White all-damaging concession personal bias 
his Report the Russians. 

The main value White’s contribution will lie 
the direction corrective for those who, im- 
pressed many Stalinite Russia’s compromises the 
practice classical communism, are prone see there 
country not too different from the rest the non- 
totalitarian world. Money and its acquisition, for ex- 
ample, are still secondary region where keeping alive 
the primary business life. Thrift the U.S.S.R., says 
Mr. White, meaningless man who saves 
too much the suspicion; after the war may 
commit the mortal “sin exploitation” giving some 
other man job! Hence Russia the black market has 
become legal institution, the Government’s own mono- 
poly the sale “luxury” goods means draining 
warworkers’ surplus cash. The sum $6.50 will meet 
nine-tenths life’s necessities for month, when these 
are obtained from the ration 
stores. Mr. White laments the lack independence 
movement situation ironically similar old serfdom; 
the factory belongs the worker, but the worker belongs 
less the factory. There little leisure time for 
laborer standardized country where there place 
for him shop, the western sense the word. The 
American reporter naturally taken aback the fact 
that the Russian worker seems like the arrangement. 


Mr. White’s critical observations range all the way from 
lampoons against official distrust for popular emotion 
unofficially created (his story Pravda’s hatching 
Anglo-German peace rumor antidote the people’s 
Teheran delirium interesting) down remarks about 
the bad complexions Moscow’s belles and the gold 
teeth flashed that city’s actresses. true reporter, 
most eloquent his description the dog’s life 
that the lot the foreign correspondent land 
where scoop unheard of, where all news that fit 
print must first make Pravda’s columns before expor- 
tation, and where the world’s most rigid censorship 
the order the day. This restriction their activity 
the explanation for much the bitter undertone Mr. 
White records the reports given him correspondents 
long resident the U.S.S.R. frequently annoyed 
with the Russian’s naive confusion free, critical press 
with fascist Russia’s lack the former, feels, 
the greatest obstacle true Russo-American friendship. 
gratefully observes that the underlying Russian sus- 
picion the outside world decreases the farther one gets 
from the capital, and that even Moscow has been 
letting since Teheran. 

Report the Russians strikes balance between the 
favorable and the unfavorable. Its author remarks 
trend back the family unit, away from easy 
abortions, community kitchens and divorce. ‘It has 
taken bureaucracy almost generation fiddling with blue 
prints and human happiness arrive this simple con- 
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clusion,” observes Mr. White, perhaps unmindful the 
fact that the last quarter-century hasn’t been golden 
age anywhere the world, least all for pariah nation 
forced alone for much that time. has 
nothing but praise for modern Russia’s reverence and 
encouragement the people’s art; ecstatic evenings 
Moscow’s Bolshoi proved him that the ballet 
towers above anything produced the western stage. 
Mr. White also pays tribute Russia’s signal advances 
medicine and surgery. 


Perhaps the author’s most sympathetic picture the 
Russian people his description the lavish, music-filled 
boat trip the from Novosibirsk, tendered the John- 
ston party the remarkable “Mike” Kalugin, dynamic 
Siberian Communist Party Secretary who might well have 
been Tammany Irishman. visit State- 
sustained Leningrad church during choir practice calls 
for comments the Union’s return religion. White 
points out that Hitler’s dangerous patronage the Ukrain- 
ian Church occasioned the inception policy that has 
led the Kremlin’s reconciliation with Russian religion, 
now represented the Council People’s Commissars; 
far cry, however, from Soviet-Vatican rapproche- 
ment. was Mr. White’s privilege visit the far reaches 
the Russian realm where met the lovable Kazaks, 
the Uzbeks and the rest; was justly impressed with the 
U.S.S.R.’s intelligently decent attitude toward minority 
races. America’s neglect this field called task. 


The author ends entertaining, sometimes exciting and 
altogether engrossing report with few highly interesting 
personal conclusions. his belief that Russia’s real 
desire for peace stable, orderly Europe, rather than 
world revolution. The U.S.S.R. for him but nation 
among nations and should treated such. warns 
against premature post-war withdrawal from Europe 
our part. Like any other state acting self-defence the 
will inevitably rush fill any political vacuum 
that would created such blunder the part 
the West. sincerely hoped that the near 
future Mr. White, and many others with him, will 
able accept the parting invitation Tex, the seasoned 
and somewhat disgruntled American Technical Advisor 
met the Omsk airport waiting room: “But some 
day you ought come over here and see Russia.” 


Frank Fadner, 


University Scranton. 


Scientific Book Club---January Selection 


Linton, Ralph, ed. The Science Man the World 
Crisis. Columbia University Press. Jan. 13, 1945. pp. 
xiv, 532. $4.00. 


The Science Man the science Anthropology, not 
the narrow traditional sense formal anthropology, 
but the new and all-inclusive sense the Science 
the sciences man. The major divisions this new 
science will physical anthropology and cultural anth- 
ropology, the former including paleontology and soma- 
tology, the latter including linguistics, ethnology and 
archeology. These are the principal fields research, 
and together with the marginal fields biology, physi- 
ology, personality psyschology and any other science that 
has with man and his behavior, they will inte- 
grated under the synthesizing science anthropology, 
the Science Man. Anthropology this wide sense 


Linton 


new and undeveloped science, yet the one upon 
which students human nature must pin their hopes 
for ordered world the future. will contribute 
scientific assistance colonial administrators well 
missionaries, provide techniques for the future world 
government, and assist even the organization bureaus 
and the distribution functions which human affairs 
will regulated. 


This brief statement the theme this symposium, 
gathered from the introductory essay the editor, The 
Scope and Aims Anthropology, and from later essay 
the same author, Present World Conditions Cultural 
Perspective. expresses high hope, and bold hope, 
view the fact that those sciences whose services 
are most urgently needed the present crisis are the 
youngest and the least developed” (p. 202, art. Linton, 
Present World But “The present period 
the first the world’s history that men have turned 
science for aid rather than the supernatural” (p. 
Linton, Scope and Aims), man’s faith Science may 
excused even though very blind faith. One may 
wonder, however, just how rational this new faith is. 
listing the sciences that deal with man (pp. 16-17) the 
editor mentions sociology, economics, history, psychology, 
and the newer geography. The listing evidently in- 
tended exhaustive. may possibly appear 
exhaustive “modern mentality, but just possible 
that Plato Aristotle, St. Augustine St. Thomas, 
Descartes and Kant, might have had some contribution 
science man. must ignore, would seem, 
the philosophy man the same time erect new 
Science capable synthesizing the findings science, 
the same time develop new philosophy, called 
Anthropology. 


legitimate objection can raised the project 
correlating and synthesizing the findings different sci- 
ences they deal with human nature. Novelty, how- 
ever, guarantee final value. The principle stated 
218 the Editor: 


The essence scientific method lies two things, 
the repeated experiment and the accurate record its 
results measured methods which are, far pos- 
sible, divorced from the conclusions the individual 
observer. 


sound principle within the limitations positive 
principle for full knowledge man, particularly 
admit with the same author that the study human 
behavior can receive but little help from the findings 
natural science (p. Any attempt reduce human 
purely empirical, non-teleogical basis, condemned 
futility. literature linguistics history art 
studied only from the factual and positivistic point 
view, with appreciation values, they degenerate 
into meaningless materialism. The careful reader 
this symposium will find the positivistic approach too 
many the contributions. 


This criticism directed the supposition the book 
explained the two contributions the editor. 
Herein lies the principal contribution the volume. 
The Science Man admittedly too new have fully 
developed method its own, complete synthesis 
(cf. 18), and for this reason there attempt 


Neumann Lennon 


establish continuity between the contributions. in- 
tended set the stage for later unification. 


impossible review all the contributions. Their 
range far too wide for any such attempt. Not all are 
equal importance, pertinence scholarship. The best 
and most highly recommended for objectivity and timeli- 
ness are: The Concept Race, Krogman; The Present 
State World Resources, Meyerhoff; The Problem 
Minority Groups, Wirth; Techniques Community Study 
and Analysis Applied Modern Civilized Societies, 
and, Nationalism, Internationalism and the War, 
irk. 


The point view advanced may may not have some 
temporary philosophical scientific importance. Most 
the contributions are fair and objective, which makes 
one wonder all the more how the naive nonsense Karl 
Sax Population Problems happens find itself this 


respectable company. 
Charles Denecke, 
University Scranton 


Neumann, Daisy. Now That There. Lippincott. 
Apr. 11, 1945. 244p. $2.50. 


Wincy (15) and her brother Angus (9) are welcomed 
their arrival home Oxford from three years’ so- 
journ “the States” their anxious and loving parents, 
Professor and Mrs. Turner, whose nervous systems un- 
dergo series shocks beginning with Angus’ candid dis- 
appointment with his father’s stature: didn’t think 
you were shrimp.” The re-education Professor Tur- 
ner (Fellow Classics St. James’s, Oxford) and his 
wife their Americanized children the theme the 
book from here on, with the paradoxical re-conversion 
Wincy the end English ways. The fruitfulness 
her American experience gives her deepened appre- 
ciation her own country’s traditions. 


The book, which moves rapidly from incident incident 
and gives series flashbacks the children’s happy 
visit with the Hilliard family Cambridge, Mass., makes 
delightful reading throughout. The impact the sedate 
his wife such Americanisms snazzy, 
rats, drip, crew-cut, scram, picklepuss and bozo over- 
whelming, and there pathos the efforts both par- 
ents and children solve the problems mutual ad- 
justment that inevitably arise. family per- 
formance Haydn’s “Toy Symphony” not only amus- 
ing itself, but gratifying because the author obviously 
writes from first-hand knowledge music—something 
which one can’t say certain other literary attempts 
this sort. Little Angus the most enchanting child char- 
acter that this reviewer has come across long time. 
Miss Neumann shows understanding children that 
downright Tarkingtonian. 


Now and then one feels that has narrowly escaped 
overdose whimsy, and the facility with which the par- 
ents are brought around American ways stands 
sharp contradiction the note restrained realism 
with which the novel opens. But would captious 
stress these faults otherwise competent piece 
writing. Chapter contains bit religious indiffer- 
entism (p. 127) and curious remark (more compli- 
mentary than otherwise) about baptism (p. 129), but 
these are quite incidental and way affect the book 
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whole, which recommended good light reading 
for anyone. 
Phillips Temple, Librarian, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington 


* * 


Lennon, Florence Becker. Victoria Through the Looking 
Glass. Simon and Schuster. Mar. 28, 1945. 387p. $3.50. 


Mrs. Lennon’s critical biography Lewis Carroll the 
third and best full-length biographical study the Oxford 
don with the split personality who, Charles Lutwidge 
Dodgson, introduced the whimsy Wonderland into his 
classes Euclid, and, Lewis Carroll, author the 
Alice books, carried mathematical paradox into the 
Looking-Glass world. The first and “authorized” life, 
his nephew, Stuart Dodgson Collingwood, drew the 
usual jalousie blinds Victorian convention over the 
“dead sanctities” the odd bachelor who sleeps Guil- 
ford Cemetery under the white cross with his two names 
engraved upon it; the second, Langford Reed, com- 
missioned for the 1932 centenary his birth, very 
small beer indeed. Mrs. Lennon arranges the Red King’s 
chess board different biographical pattern than before 
Her opening gambit, suitable view Vienna’s 
dual repute the home psychoanalysis and European 
chess champions, Freudian one. But the final check- 
mate known only the Recording Angel and shall 
have wait until eternity find out how close her move 
comes the winning one; until then must satis- 
fied with intrinsic probability, and these contested 
lists where Humpty Dumpty can unhorse the White 
Knight, suffice say that Mrs. Lennon’s literary 
psychoanalysis seems unwontedly restrained; she even 
breaks lance with the more extreme proponents the 
Freudian school who accuse Carroll sadism and oral 
cannibalism. (The Hatter might query sadly how canni- 
balism can other than oral, but then was not 
psychoanalyst, only mad.) for her referring the 
fall down the Rabbit hole the familiar “birth dream” 
expressing itself “visual and muscular imagery,” since 
“we are born without language,” Tweedledee’s reply 
Tweedledum’s categorical ‘it isn’t so, nohow’,” may well 
the last word here: continued 
Tweedledee, ‘if was so, might be; and were so, 
would be; but isn’t, ain’t. That’s 
the other hand, since, Hamlet told Horatio, there are 
more things heaven and earth than are dreamt 
his philosophy, could be. That’s both Freud and 
Shakespeare. 


any rate, the author does not supply all the proper 
answers, she most certainly does ask the right* questions. 
Her style distinguished—Stracheyan the best sense 
the word; her organization, however, loose and repeti- 
tive enough lend the book inorganic air series 
brilliant essays, some monograph length, rather than 
unified treatise. The bibliographic apparatus appended 
will prove indispensable for the serious student Car- 
roll well for the enthusiastic amateur; and the social 
historian, who appreciates affectionate and true period 
reconstruction, will savor her evocation Oxford the 
high Victorian period. Mrs. Lennon’s chapter, “Travel 
with Porpoise,” dealing with Carroll’s accompanying 
Canon Liddon his mission Russia, the instigation 
the British Foreign Office, behalf closer rap- 
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prochement between Anglicanism and 
doxy, has strangely topical ring view today’s diplo- 
matic tug-of-war between Moscow and the Vatican with 
the Anglican primate not too disinterested onlooker. 
Here are some excerpts from Canon Liddon’s communi- 
cations: 


Today feel that for the first time life stand 
face face with the Eastern Church. the outward 
eye she least imposing the Roman... That, 
the other hand, she reinforces Rome the cultus 
the B.V.M. and other matters too plain dis- 
puted cannot understand anybody coming here 
and saying that the Eastern Church petrifaction. 
Right wrong, vast, energetic, and most powerful 
body, with evident hold upon the heart the 
largest European empires; indeed, force within 
the limits Russia which believe there moral 


parallel the west. 
Charles Brady, 
Canisius College 


* * * 


Double- 


Swinnerton, Frank. Woman Sunshine. 


day, Doran. Mar. 1945. 344p. $2.75. 


Woman Sunshine, according pre-title-page list- 
ing, the last Swinnerton’s twenty-eight books far. 
Since his Nocturne 1917 Swinnerton has been major 
British novelist. His style, notably his use similes, 
would cause one rank him high even one did not 
know his established place. 


The setting the present novel London the early 
thirties. The heroine, who conscious portrayal 
capable and chaste wife, was actress and married 
barrister, her chief friend actress, and the subor- 
dinate triangle complication furnished dramatist. 
(Such characters lend themselves lively dialogue but 
are much overworked fiction). 


fifty-three Mrs. Letitia Boldero, virtually all one 
day, finds that her husband’s financial security shaky, 
that her best friend’s husband, playwright Gabriel, has 
slow, fatal disease and wants her comfort more than his 
wife’s, that after twenty years her scapegrace brother 
England again, and worst all, that her favorite son 
Julian has secretly returned from America make love 
his brother Mark’s wife, Stephanie. She immediately 
bends her chief effort prevent Stephanie’s possible elope- 
ment with Julian—by visiting Stephanie the precise 
critical moment and inviting her the family home. She 
warns Mark. During birthday party for Christine, 
twenty-one, she watches prevent clash scandal. 
make matters worse, she realizes that her own emo- 
tions are not secure, that Gabriel, Constance’s husband, 
love with her, and though she has been happily 
love with her husband Monty for thirty years she thrills 
Gabriel’s love-inspired compliments. She lets him call, 
and goes lunch with him. puts his arm about her 
and kisses her cheek. Constance accuses her angrily. 
Then Gabriel goes the operating table. Constance 
calls her see Gabriel, and both women kiss him. 
(Rather idyllically—except for Letitia’s husband, 
knew about it!) The climax and resolution occurs when 
Letitia’s estranged old mother found dead, and her 
sister Muriel accused murder. (Actually, the mother 
died while beating Farringdon, the scapegrace brother, 


Swinnerton Hayes 


who was the act robbing her.) The way Letitia’s 
husband, Monty, rises the defence Muriel and her 
family name completely secures Letitia’s love again. 
also unites the family. Stephanie and Mark make up, 
Julian sullenly but definitely New York, the 
scapegrace brother drowned sea, and Muriel 
cleared the murder charge. Letitia the woman 
sunshine who holds all the strands the drama and 
whom her husband praises for having “the loving kind- 
ness good woman” (p. 344). 


The plot, while obviously artificial, well managed. 
The story interesting. There are some striking character 
portrayals—the playwright Gabriel, the self- 
effacing Muriel, the cantankerous, miserly old mother, and 
the scapegrace, mountebank black sheep Farringdon Rey- 
nolds and his suffering and nagging, ineffectual wife, 
Thelma. But the picture Letitia the good wife and 
woman does not come off. She made too youngish 
and glittering, for one thing. Mothers who are made 
look young enough mistaken for their daughters are 
not the kind mothers would choose for our 
daughters! 


Also really good wife and mother, religiously con- 
scious the Ten Commandments, she ought have 
met Gabriel’s seductive compliments with stern order 
home his wife where belonged. Failing 
so, the author should have made feel more strongly that 
she acted unwisely and wronged herself, her husband, 
and Constance. Instead, while adultery avoided and 
properly made horrible, yet this improper flirtation 
almost idealized. Gabriel, too, made almost attractive 
for falling love with married woman. short, 
though this novel praises marital fidelity, though makes 
seem horrible that Julian should try elope with his 
brother’s wife, though wrongdoing every kind repre- 
hended, yet the ethical touch not the clean sure touch 
Shakespeare the Gospels. Fidelity based 
more respectability and the degree love between 
husband and wife than Wordsworth’s stern daughter 
the voice God—duty. 


Nevertheless, for practical purposes, the novel strong 
encouragement the important moralities and proprieties. 
ethical standards and literary style superior 
most contemporary novels. has many pleasing expres- 
sions, such as, “people ran into epigrams drops 
quicksilver roll together saucer” (p. 73). There are 
suggestive scenes whatsoever. family novel— 
touching and interesting all normal members any 
family. While not classic, contemporary reading 
highly recommended all classes readers. 


Hayes, Who Walk With the Earth. 
Apr. 1945. 322p. $2.50. 


The story labor union activities offers natural theme 
for novelist. There the constant element strife 
between individuals different classes, striving toward 
goals which are rarely reached. This the subject Mrs. 
Hayes’ latest book. 


Harper. 


Stuart Hamilton Greene, rich, Harvard-educated, idealist, 
came espouse the lot the working classes, become 
one those “who walk abreast with the whole earth.” 
came meet Max Glickstein, who provided him with 
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Godden O’Hara 


introduction Blotz, the powerful, crude leader gar- 
ment workers’ local 14,000 members. Stuart was given 
the job “educational director” the local, soon learned 
that his was not the task reason why plan activi- 
ties but rather carry out Blotz’s least wish. Instead 
the democracy within the union that had anticipated, 
found dictatorship absolute any the political 
sphere; refusal follow Blotz’s ukases met with loss 
union membership, beatings, even death. 


key member the local whose office Stuart began 
work was Sally Logan, who turned out Blotz’s 
daughter early marriage. Blotz displays his sadistic 
power over Sally just over others. She helps Stuart 
get accustomed his duties, shows definitely her affection 
for him, but brave when Stuart develops more than 
passing interest lovely Italian Lisa who has beautiful 
singing voice. party the penthouse apartment 
Lisa’s uncle Lasagna, the love affair reaches climax; 
Stuart goes pledge marriage. Incidentally, Lasagna 
turns out labor racketeer who will sell his services 
either the unions the industrialists. 


few the business agents the union had been 
“underground” movement against Blotz prior Max’s 
departure for Harvard’s labor course. Now with elec- 
tion approaching the movement revived. Blotz’s oppo- 
sition the war effort, the mauling Stuart done 
Blotz’s order, the rough-shod expulsion Tessie who 
had dared show disrespect for Blotz, and few other 
incidents form the basis anti-Blotz campaign. few 
melodramatic incidents occur the election concluded 
and Max elected. Blotz arrives, learns his defeat and 
commits suicide, true Sally’s prediction that would 
not survive lost. 


anything. There some slight portrayal the worth 
unions but the labor background insufficient deserve 
praise. general, the manner treatment unobjection- 
able. The gangster Lasagna implication Catholic 
who has shrine the corner -his bedroom. Suitable 
only adult recreational reading. 


Godden, Rumer. Take Three Tenses, Fugue Time. 
Little, Brown. Mar. 1945. 252p. $2.00. 


The dictionary defines fugue musical composition 
which definite number parts voices combine suc- 
cessively developing theme after its establishment 
one part voice. Lawrence Abbot, describing Bach’s 
fugues, says “two, three four simultaneous melodies 
which are constantly the move, each going its own 
independent way—for this reason the underlying har- 
mony often hard decipher, being veiled maze 
passing notes and suspensions often one’s imagination 
has fill in.” These explanations help clarify what 
might otherwise hopeless maze persons and events 
they throng memory through the mind the octo- 
genarian General Sir Ronald Ironmonger Dane, K.C.B., 
D.S.O., sole survivor notable British family who have 
for ninety-nine years occupied lease the house Num- 


ber Wiltshire Place, London. 


The story opens the early years the present decade. 
Sir Roland, honorably discharged from army service, 
occupies the house alone, served diminished staff 
retainers who like himself look upon Number their 


SELLERS 


home. But that circumstance about changed for 
the lease has expired and “the owners are not prepared 
renew.” This ultimatum decidedly disturbing Sir 
Roland and memories his eighty years come crowding— 
his parents, “The Eye” and Griselda; his brothers and 
sisters, eight number; the interval Lark whom 
had loved and left; arrivals, departures; major and minor 
family crises; birth, deaths; all are presented seeming 
confusion word, object incident provokes the old 
man’s memory. 


Into this house about dismantled and vacated comes 
Lt. Grisel Dane the Ambulance Corps visit 
her ancestral home and make the acquaintance her 
great uncle, Sir Roland. And there comes also, Pilot 
Officer Pax Masterson, nephew and heir Lark who 
now the Marchesa Zacca del Laudi. this home 
their forbears now sharing with all London the reign 
bombing terror, these two fall love, and when, just 
the difficulty the lease renewal solved, Sir Roland 
numbered among the victims the Blitz, family life 
assured continuity Wiltshire Place the marriage 
Grisel and Pax. 


Miss Godden, private life Mrs. Laurence Foster, 
almost invariably writes one character book. this 
volume, however, although Sir Roland, who infancy 
Rollo and youth Rolls, predominates, other characters 
are clearly delineated despite the interweaving themes. 
More characteristic her earlier novels (The black nar- 
cissus; Gypsy, gypsy; and Breakfast with the Nikolidesy 
are her portrayal subtly cruel person Selina, older 
sister Sir Roland, and her deftness creating mood 
and imparting the feel the Dane family home. She 
has marked power implication and manages dexterous 
underplay psychological interpretation which produces 
almost complete effect. 


The usual structure the novel will probably displease 
the casual reader. the other hand, those who are 
attracted clever craftsmanship will find compen- 
sating. 


O’Hara, John. Pipe Night. 
Mar. 14, 1945. 205p. $2.00. 


Full page advertisements may have led some the unwary 
believe that here major work authentic Ameri- 
cana. some slight extent true. Mr. O’Hara has 
the ability reproduce the thought and language cer- 
tain small groups: the night-club singers, the habitués 
the hot-spots, actors and movie-goers; and satirize 
their foibles, the concern with lucky numbers, the desire 
gamble, the fraility human relationships, the corrup- 
tion the police, the concern with “graven images” such 
the symbols membership the Porcellian Club, 
the “civilized’ way getting divorce, the writing 
inconsequential anecdotes, the “farewell” party for 
newspaper worker. 


One would not question the author’s skill writer; 
one does doubt, however, that employing that skill 
its best. does reproduce the “idiom” his charac- 
ters but these thirty stories not have the depth and 
length effective occasional remark de- 
rogatory Catholicism, “Now Know.” 
Mary, supposedly Catholic, willing engage 
affair with the married bus driver; “Can You Carry 


Duell, Sloan and Pearce. 


XUM 


The 

polit 
1939, 
sider 
relic 

ina 

outlo 
tyran 
who 
distri 
since 
Atha 
land. 
ening 
(p. 
been 

one 
groun 
returr 
joins 
non 
tion. 

had Si 
The 
Tallar 
stroke 
dies. 


Tallar 
his 
had 
was 
disapp 
son 
nate 
plays 
and 
soldi 
social 

tesquel 
Yardle 
battle, 
their 
old age 


Me? 
has 
Pear 
prot: 
valu 


tirize 
lesire 
rrup- 
such 


TIteT; 

skill 

and 
de- 
Carry 


15, 1945 


Me?” Miss B—, the decadent type Hollywood actress, 
has been raised nuns. While not heartily recommend- 
Pipe Night may considered passable adult fare. 


* * 


MacLennan, Hugh. Two Solitudes. Duell, Sloan and 


Pearce. Jan. 17, 1945. 370p. $3.00. 


Paul Tallard, the French-Canadian novelist who the 
protagonist this novel, has decided draw from his 
native scene, write the mixture and confusion the 
English and the French traditions, supply the ordinary 
reader’s “ignorance the essential Canadian clashes and 
values” and background. The novel Tallard half- 
finished the book ends and Paul enters the Navy for 
service this war. The novel MacLennan similarly 
incomplete. 


The attempt made indicate the divisions racial, 
political and religious life the Dominion from 1917 
and economic inequalities are also con- 
sidered; but they are not national. Athanase Tallard, 
relic the landed aristocracy, makes bargain with the 
shrewd industrialist, Huntly McQueen, build factory 
small town, basically agricultural and Catholic 
outlook. The plan opposed Father Beaubien, 
tyrannical shepherd who directs all life the parish, and 
who has seen the effects industry his people other 
districts. unseen bishop finally approves the plan, 
since will relieve the church debt. All sides lose when 
Athanase, always rebellious, publicly renounces 
cism when the curé will not approve the sale necessary 
land. The priest attempts blackmail Tallard threat- 
ening announce publicly that the aristocrat had seduced 
Irish girl the very night that his first wife died 
(p. This girl, Kathleen, now Mrs. Tallard, has 
been neglected her husband, drifts away from every- 
one but her child and, justifying her behavior the 
ground loneliness, allows herself seduced 
returning soldier (p. moves Montreal, 
joins the Presbyterian church there, puts his son, Paul, 
non-Catholic school, and sits amid empty 
tion. McQueen forces Tallard out the company 
had set up, builds the factory, and sells huge profit. 
The village cracks under the new influence; does 
Tallard. Without money, friends future, has 
stroke, and Kathleen obtains priest for him before 
dies. She then marries caricature American. 


Tallard’s son his first marriage, Marius, had jeopardized 
his father’s political career before this. The older man 
had supported universal conscription Parliament; 
Marius, college radical, stumped against the law, but 
was picked the police and put into uniform. 
disappears from the story, save name, thereafter. The 
son Athanase and Kathleen, Paul, supposed domi- 
nate the second half the story. works garages, 
plays professional hockey, goes sea, studies Oxford 
and plans write. His wife, Heather, the daughter 
soldier’s widow domineering manner and pretentious 
social taste; she socialist, painter sorts, and gro- 
tesquely immature. The only appealing character John 
Yardley, Heather’s grandfather, who lost leg sea 
battle, quietly directs the lives his friends away from 
their turmoils, and studies Greek and astronomy his 
old age. 


MacLennan Rice 


spite the tight circle characters and the patterned 
shadow action which crosses their lives, the story re- 
fuses reveal the Canadian “problem” with any success. 
There full judgment cause and effect; the two 
horizons the title are distant and vague; the landscape 
not filled in. The author’s treatment often the ma- 
terial club conversation and casual prejudice, inherited 
from the characters’ family past. The stubbornness 
narrowness intense nationalism either side com- 
mented pictured briefly stock figure; but thought- 
ful revelation missing. More unfortunate the some- 
what youthful imitation Steinbeck and Hemingway and 
Maugham the philosophical interpretation sexways 
and the Freudian mantle. 


The chief weakness the characters. The people are 
neither likeable nor particularly useful the author’s 
thesis. The French villagers are occupationally accurate, 
but meet other typical Catholics. Athanase 
anti-clerical, Paul apostate, Marius fool and Kathleen 
adulteress. Half the national “problem”, then, re- 
mains unillustrated. The English business magnates are 
satirically representative tycoons any race; they are 
not Canadian. General Methuen, who dominates Mont- 
real society, can found news stories about Park 
Avenue, and Noel Fletcher, Heather’s sensual brother-in- 
law, can found movie magazine versions Noel 
Coward’s private life. Hence, have genuine Eng- 
lishmen. Political questions are generally avoided. There 
are Protestant churchmen and see influence 
Protestantism. The novel remains unbalanced: nothing 
solved economic caste, political incompetence, the 
octopus industry, the “dictatorship” the clergy, the 
unity patriotic feeling. 


The raising serious problem, and the shying from 
answer, together with the spattering modern smartness, 
drawing room vulgarity and Freudian enthusiasm, make 
the novel disappointing one. The indecency uncalled 
for. The essence the plot, which could epic pro- 
portions, cries out for mature handling. Only the mature 
reader, who will not allow irritation interfere with his 
digestion, can find the novel palatable—and then only 
because fills the plot with characters his own 
acquaintance and with incidents based wider experi- 
ence. 

James Edward Tobin, 

Fordham University 


Inner Sanctum Mystery---April Selection 


Rice, Craig. The Lucky Stiff. Simon and Schuster. Apr. 
13, 1945. 251p. $2.00. 


Helene Justis throws her car into skids this latest 
murder involving Helene, Jake and John Malone. (She 
only throws the car into reverse while traveling high 
speed and strips the gears.) Gallon for gallon, 
could probably proved, less liquor consumed than 
The Wrong Murder and The Right Murder. Jake isn’t 
beat all. But even matters Malone falls love 
with beautiful candidate for the electric chair, blown 
out undertaking parlor gangster’s bomb, and 
breaks protection racket while solving the 
murder six seven victims the gang. Then lets 
the “brains” the gang off scot-free fresh pastures 
and fame. 
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Which may strike some mystery-addicts waste 

chilling and promising first chapter they are likely 

come upon many month this type reading. 
Helen Butler, 
Marywood College 


Inner Sanctum Mystery---March Selection 
Martin, The Outsiders. Simon and Schuster. 
Mar. 16, 1945. 218p. $2.00. 


this reviewer one the fascinating things about each 
mystery see how the author will keep his cast 
characters restricted and his locale limited make 
the story ring true possible. The Outsiders the 
author chooses his full cast the physical freaks who 
either join circuses are exhibited shows. 
The central figure The Outsiders Pel Pelham, the 
“spruiker” combination manager and publicity man, 
who handling the exhibition Monsieur Sapolio, 
World’s Champion Fasting Man. the beginning Pel 
sees reason why should concerned with the 
mysterious “Gregory” about whom the police are making 
inquiries. Soon, however, murder occurs the house 
where the Sapolios are living; then, there blackmail 
threat; finally, tragedy comes Pel’s own doorstep. The 
solution psychologically well grounded. While may 
not have quite the appeal Sinners Never Die, yet 
rate The Outsiders among the best. has splendid 
combination action and character portrayal; the 
“freaks” are developed into real persons. 
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